SILVA, LEANN
Ms. Silva is a 77-year-old woman with history of breast cancer, which started around Thanksgiving of 2021 and grew rapidly from 2 cm to 8 cm at the time of diagnosis. The patient subsequently had a PICC line placed. The patient was started on chemotherapy. The tumor continued to grow protruding from the chest wall. Pain becomes unbearable despite treatment. The tumor has now covered the right side of the patient’s chest wall. The patient is found to be quite anemic with H&H of 7 and 23, decreased appetite, weight loss. Her albumin has dropped down to 3.2. Her total protein is down to 5.2. Around 05/10/2022, a massive progression of the tumor was noted over the chest wall. It was decided to proceed with chemotherapy with docetaxel / gemcitabine. She was placed on fentanyl patch, dose was increased. Given the amount of tumor burden and lack of response to the treatment, the patient later on declined chemotherapy and was placed on hospice for pain control and to finish the last days and weeks of her life. The patient definitely is hospice appropriate, has less than six months to live.
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